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ST ANDREW’S HOSTEL, KATANNING — BLAXELL REPORT — VICTIM PAYMENTS 

518. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 
On behalf of the member for Pilbara and the WA Labor team, I acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery long-term 
Port Hedland councillor Arnold Carter and Mrs Fran Carter, OAM. Arnold is down from Port Hedland to be 
with Fran at Government House tomorrow, where she will receive her Order of Australia award for years of 
service to the Hedland community as an active volunteer, most notably with the ladies auxiliary at the local 
hospital. 

[Applause.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: After speaking with Todd Jefferis, Darryl Stephens and Mike Hilder about their 
unhappiness with the announced compensation of up to $45 000 to victims of sexual abuse at St Andrew’s 
Hostel, I ask — 
(1) Does the Premier believe that the $45 000 is adequate compensation for victims who have suffered for 

over 20 years, given that it will not even cover some of their medical bills? 
(2) Will victims have to relive their nightmares again to apply to receive compensation under this scheme 

or will their evidence to the inquiry be sufficient? 
(3) What is the process that will be used to work out how much each of these victims will be paid? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I think the Blaxell report was well received by victims, by their families and by the wider community. It 

is a very thorough, compassionate and sensitive report dealing with issues that, as we know, happened 
around 30 years ago. That does not in any way excuse them, and I hope that greater justice will prevail 
as a result of this report. Is $45 000 adequate for someone who was sexually assaulted as a child? No. I 
do not think any amount of money is adequate to compensate for that, and this is not intended to do so. 
It is simply an ex gratia payment in recognition of the way in which those children were mistreated and 
abused, and that is all it seeks to do. 

 With respect to whether victims will need to relive the experience, obviously some of the victims at St 
Andrew’s and elsewhere have already received some compensation under the Redress WA scheme. 
They may receive additional compensation; that may well happen. The details of the scheme are being 
devised at present. They will be determined by probably mid to late November. Every person who has 
been in contact with the Blaxell inquiry will be alerted and advised of that. There will certainly be some 
lessons learnt out of the Redress scheme. It will not always be as large and as complex; it will not have 
the four different categories of redress. The government has made it very clear that this is an ex gratia 
payment. In no way do we claim that that compensates people for the abuse they suffered as children. 
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